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New ISD Directors of Special Education Welcome Toolkit

This document is an accompaniment to the New ISD Directors of Special Education
videos. This document will provide access to information referenced in the videos. Links
to videos are also provided in this document.

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) Office of Special Education (OSE) is part
of the P-20 System and Student Transitions Division of MDE and is responsible for the
general supervision, administration, and funding of special education programs and
services for children and youth with disabilities ages 3 through 25. A free appropriate
public education is provided to eligible children according to federal and state laws,
regulations, administrative rules, and department procedures.

This compilation of online videos and resources includes information about and from
the MDE OSE, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Grant Funded
Initiatives, and additional offices or programs that work in partnership with the MDE
OSE and/or the IDEA Grant Funded Initiatives.

B Dr. Scott M. Koenigsknecht, Deputy Superintendent, P-20 System and Student
Transitions Video

B The Path Forward Strategic Plan

Inside the OSE

The OSE has several units to handle its general supervision responsibilities:
Administration, Program Accountability, Program Finance, and Performance Reporting.
The OSE is also responsible for the MDE Low Incidence Outreach program and the
Michigan School for the Deaf. For general and contact information, see the Directory
and Overview.

OSE Administration Unit

The Administration Unit provides leadership to and oversight of the office and ensures
compliance with all federal and state statutory and regulatory requirements. The unit
reports and responds to the State Board of Education, the State Superintendent, the
Chief Deputy Superintendent, and the Deputy Superintendent.
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https://www.michigan.gov/mde/about-us/superintendent-office/scott-koenigsknecht
https://www.screencast.com/t/hLclVtgINA
https://www.screencast.com/t/hLclVtgINA
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/misc/PathForward_SAP.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/misc/OSE_DirectoryOverview.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/misc/OSE_DirectoryOverview.pdf

B Teri L. Rink, Ed.S., Director, Office of Special Education Overview Video

OSE Program Accountability Unit

The Program Accountability Unit develops and implements special education policy.
Policy is developed to align with—and clarify—federal and state requirements. The unit
also administers the state and due process complaint processes.

Program Accountability Video

Guidance and Policy Development

Michigan Administrative Rules for Special Education

Intermediate School District Plans

Waivers and Deviations

OSE Program Finance Unit

The Program Finance Unit provides oversight for state aid and federal funding structures
for special education programs and services. The unit ensures that federal grants and
state aid reimbursements are effectively administered.

B Program Finance Video

B Michigan Student Data System

OSE Performance Reporting Unit

The Performance Reporting Unit coordinates the collection, verification, analysis, and
reporting of special education student and personnel data for required federal and state
reports. The unit also coordinates and provides technical assistance to districts and
other stakeholder groups to ensure compliance with federal and state requirements and
to improve outcomes for students with disabilities.

B Performance Reporting Video

B Annual Performance Reporting

B Michigan Student Data System

B Catamaran
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https://www.screencast.com/t/cMonFeHZbN
https://www.screencast.com/t/O515HbjYs
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/special-education/spotlight/previously-released-guidance
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/MI-rules/MARSE_Supplemented_with_IDEA_Regs.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/special-education/program-planning/isd-plans
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/special-education/program-planning/isd-plans
https://www.screencast.com/t/ip73y3WmQ
https://www.michigan.gov/cepi/pk-12/msds
https://www.screencast.com/t/fzsW0bRJbq
https://mischooldata.org/special-education-summary/
https://www.michigan.gov/cepi/pk-12/msds
https://catamaran.partners/

MDE Low Incidence Outreach

MIDE Low Incidence Qutreach (MDE-LIO) provides consultation, guidance, training, and
resources to families and educational teams serving students who are Blind or Visually
Impaired (BVI) and/or Deaf or Hard of Hearing (DHH).

MDE-LIO's vision is to ensure equal access to a quality education for all students who
are BVI and/or DHH. Services include:

B Workshops and events for families and educators
B Braille, large print, and digital books for students

B American Printing House for the Blind (APH) Federal Quota products and
textbooks

B Professional development materials and guides for educators

MDE-LIO also has direct oversight of Camp Tuhsmeheta (Camp T), located in Greenville.
Camp T is a 300-acre outdoor education facility that provides year-round programming
for students with a visual impairment and others throughout the state of Michigan.

B MDE-LIO Video

B MDE LIO Brochure
[ |
|

Assistive Technology Loan Library

Deaf/Hard of Hearing Consortium for Teacher Preparation

For more information contact Roxanne Balfour, Director (balfourr@michigan.gov).

Michigan School for the Deaf

The Michigan School for the Deaf (MSD) is a public residential school in Flint for
students who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing (DHH) and was established by the Michigan
Legislature in 1848. Students are referred to the school by their local school district and
placement is determined by an Individualized Education Program (IEP) team. Students
who attend the MSD receive a unique combination of services and intense exposure to
two languages, American Sign Language (ASL) and English, as well as academic and
residential support services.
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https://mdelio.org/
https://camptuhsmeheta.org/
https://www.screencast.com/t/z5R9qgBDooz
https://www.screencast.com/t/z5R9qgBDooz
https://mdelio.org/sites/default/files/documents/Brochures/MDE-LIO_Brochure.pdf
https://mdelio.org/blind-visually-impaired/accessible-books-and-products/assistive-technology-library
https://mdelio.org/endorsement-programs/deaf-hard-of-hearing-consortium-teacher-preparation
https://mdelio.org/endorsement-programs/deaf-hard-of-hearing-consortium-teacher-preparation
mailto:balfourr@michigan.gov
https://www.michiganschoolforthedeaf.org/

B Michigan School for the Deaf (Video)
B MSD Brochure

Additional OSE Resources

B Additional OSE Resources (Video)

B Catamaran Technical Assistance Website: This website provides information on a
variety of areas, including common topics in special education, e.g., discipline or
assessment, the Part B and Part C indicators, and “how-to” documents for the
activities in the Catamaran system.

B Acronym Glossary: This is a list of commonly used acronyms and what they stand
for.

B Michigan Administrative Rules for Special Education (MARSE): The MARSE are the
Michigan rules to follow when implementing special education laws.

B Michigan Special Education Reference (MI-SER): The MI-SER is a database of
federal and state special education law and policy information and resources.

B SPP/APR: Michigan submits a State Performance Plan/Annual Performance
Report (SPP/APR) to the U.S. Department of Education each year. The SPP/APR
shows Michigan’s progress on each federal special education indicator and
outlines the plan for the future.

B Eligibility: Find information about determining a student’s eligibility for special
education programs and services.

B Supports for Students with Disabilities: Many offices and organizations outside of
the OSE support students with disabilities. Look through the different supports
for students with disabilities for help from other sources.

B Sign-up for Announcements from the OSE: Sign-up to receive email
announcements from the Office of Special Education.

OSE Contact Information

B Special Education Information Line: If you have a question related to special
education, please call 888-320-8384 or email mde-ose@michigan.gov.
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https://www.screencast.com/t/25CpAlnu0NQu
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/520412/Final_MSD_Brochure_-_09_17_20.pdf
https://www.screencast.com/t/G1RAiM0PA
https://training.catamaran.partners/
https://training.catamaran.partners/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Acronym-Glossary.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/MI-rules/MARSE_Supplemented_with_IDEA_Regs.pdf
https://miser.specialedreference.com/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/special-education/data-and-reporting/spp-apr
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/special-education/evaluations-ieps/evaluations-eligibility
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/special-education/supports
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new?topic_id=MIMDE_69
mailto:mde-ose@michigan.gov

B |f you have questions related to the Welcome Toolkit, contact Patricia
Abrahamson (abrahamsonpl@michigan.gov), Executive Assistant to Teri L. Rink,
Director.

B For information related to a specific activity or OSE unit, additional contact
information can be found on the Catamaran TA website About Us webpage.

IDEA Grant Funded Initiatives, Partners, and Other State of Michigan
Offices

The IDEA requires state education agencies to have in place effective general
supervision systems that provide information dissemination; training and technical
assistance; personnel development for administrators, teachers, related service
providers, parents, and others regarding research, evidence-based practices, and
requirements of law. The IDEA authorizes use of funds for these provisions under
Section 1411(e)(2)(C)(i) and (v).

B |DEA Grant Funded Initiatives Overview (Video)

B |DEA Grant Funded Initiatives webpage

Alt+Shift

Alt+Shift collaborates with districts and buildings to create and sustain accessible
educational environments that have a direct and positive impact on every student. With
a focus on collaboration and impact, Alt+Shift offers professional learning, including
training, technical assistance, and co-constructed implementation planning, that strives
to shift adult mindsets and provide alternative options to improve outcomes for every
student. Additional materials available from Alt+Shift include:

Alt+Shift (Video)
Alt+Shift Lending Library

Assistive Technology Skills Inventory

Implementation Partnerships

Implementation Process

Online Learning Resources
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mailto:abrahamsonp1@michigan.gov
mailto:abrahamsonp1@michigan.gov
https://training.catamaran.partners/abouttheose/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/
https://www.screencast.com/t/w67kEAjR
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/special-education/funding/idea-grant-initiatives/GFI
https://www.altshift.education/
https://www.screencast.com/t/Dyhr4MbYy8
https://www.altshift.education/lending-library
https://www.altshift.education/resources/at-skills-inventory
https://www.altshift.education/implementation-partnerships
https://www.altshift.education/implementation-partnerships/implementation-process
https://www.altshift.education/resources/online-learning-resources

B Stay Informed

B Technical Assistance Request

B Other Recommended Sources

® Bookshare allows people with dyslexia, blindness, cerebral palsy, and
other reading barriers can customize their experience to suit their learning
style and find virtually any book they need for school, work, or the joy of
reading.

® MDE Low Incidence Outreach

For more information contact Jeff Diedrich (jeff.diedrich@gmail.com), Project Director.
Build Up Michigan

Build Up Michigan helps parents and their children, ages 3 through 5, get additional
educational support as they begin and continue to learn the skills needed to enter
kindergarten. Build Up Michigan partners with the MDE OSE to execute child find
activities through targeted outreach efforts. Build Up Michigan supports Intermediate
School Districts (ISDs) in Michigan in identifying young children for special education.

Build Up Michigan’s goal is to refer all children who may be eligible for special education
services through Michigan’s Administrative Rules for Special Education and the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Part B.

B Build Up Michigan (Video)
B Build Up Michigan — Frequently Asked Questions

B Other Recommended Sources

® Farly On® Training and Technical Assistance (EOT&TA)

® Farly On® Michigan

Build Up Michigan also offers no-cost, promotional products for outreach to children
and young adults who may benefit from early intervention and/or special education
services in Michigan. Go to the Order Early On and Build Up Michigan Materials
webpage. To place an order, subscribe to the EOT&TA website, which is free. To become
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https://www.altshift.education/stay-informed
https://www.altshift.education/help-support/technical-assistance
https://www.bookshare.org/cms
https://mdelio.org/
mailto:jeff.diedrich@gmail.com
https://buildupmi.org/
https://www.screencast.com/t/7ltdFeXga
https://www.buildupmi.org/sites/default/files/FAQs_BUILDUPMICHIGAN%20revised.pdf
https://eotta.ccresa.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/early-learners-and-care/special-ed-05/early-on-michigan
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Products.php
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Products.php

a subscriber, go to the EOT&TA Subscriber Registration webpage and complete the
subscriber form.

For more information contact Christy Callahan (callahan_c@ccresa.org), Project
Director.

Michigan Alliance for Families

The Michigan Alliance for Families (MAF) provides statewide information, support, and
educational learning opportunities for families who have children and young adults
(birth to 26 years of age) who receive (or may be eligible to receive) special education
services. MAF provides services to all families, with an emphasis on assisting
families/students from underserved populations. The Michigan Alliance for Families is
also Michigan’s federally funded Parent Training and Information Center.

Each Michigan Alliance staff member is a parent or family member of an individual with
disabilities who has first-hand experience with the aspects of the special education
system. Every staff member is trained in listening, communicating, and problem-solving.

Families and educators can connect directly to a regional Parent Mentor. Parent
Mentors can assist in navigating the educational system and are knowledgeable about
state and local resources. Parent Mentors support existing and emerging parent leaders
involved with groups such as Local Interagency Coordinating Councils (LICCs), Parent
Advisory Committees (PACs), the Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC), and the
Michigan Interagency Coordinating Council (MICC).

B Michigan Alliance for Families (Video)

B Michigan Alliance for Families Brochures

® MAF Brochure (English)

® MAF Brochure (Spanish)

® MAF Brochure (Arabic)

® Regional Parent Mentor Information

B Other Recommended Sources

® Michigan Family Engagement Framework

L
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https://eotta.ccresa.org/Subscribe.php
mailto:callahan_c@ccresa.org
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/maf-staff/
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/maf-offices/
https://www.screencast.com/t/LKzDycEA6PX
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/MAF-brochure-ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/MAF-brochure-SPANISH.pdf
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/MAF-brochure-ARABIC.pdf
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/maf-offices/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Resources/family-engagement

® Parent Training and Information Center

For more information contact Kanika Littleton (kanika@michiganallianceforfamilies.org),
Project Director.

Family Matters

Family Matters fact sheets explain special education laws and practices. The documents
are easy to read and give links to more in-depth resources. Family Matters fact sheets
are intended to enhance public understanding of Michigan’s special education system
and are not a substitute for official laws and regulations. Family Matters is an outreach
effort from the MDE OSE.

Family Matters fact sheets explain special education laws and practices. The documents
are easy to read and give links to more in-depth resources. Family Matters fact sheets
are intended to enhance public understanding of Michigan’s special education system
and are not a substitute for official laws and regulations. Family Matters is an outreach
effort from the MDE OSE.

B Family Matters (Video)

B Family Matters Informational Flyers

® Family Matters Informational Flyer — Arabic

® Family Matters Informational Flyer — English

® Family Matters Informational Flyer — Spanish

B Get MDE OSE Updates on Family Matters

For more information contact Stacie Rulison (stacie.rulison@gmail.com), MDE
Consultant.

Michigan’s Multi-Tiered System of Supports Technical Assistance Center*
*Previously Michigan's Integrated Behavior and Learning Support Initiative (MIBLSI)

Michigan’s Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MiMTSS) Technical Assistance Center
works on behalf of MDE to partner with ISDs and local member school districts
throughout the state of Michigan to help implement and sustain a multi-tiered system
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https://www.parentcenterhub.org/
mailto:kanika@michiganallianceforfamilies.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/special-education/parent-resources/family-matters
https://www.screencast.com/t/YEq56PtYUcI
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/familymatters/Info/FM_Flyer_Arabic.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/familymatters/Info/FM_Flyer.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/familymatters/Info/FM_Flyer_Spanish.pdf
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new?topic_id=MIMDE_69
mailto:stacie.rulison@gmail.com
https://mimtsstac.org/

of supports (MTSS) with proven practices that improve behavioral and academic
outcomes for students.

The MIMTSS Technical Assistance Center focuses on providing high quality instruction
and interventions matched to student need.

MiMTSS Technical Assistance Center (Video)

Evidence Based Practices

Data Informed Action

Crucial Role of Evaluation and Assessment

Cascading Systems of Support
MiMTSS Technical Assistance Catalog

For more information contact Kimberly St. Martin (kstmartin@mimtss.org), Project
Director.

Special Education Mediation Services*
*Previously Michigan Special Education Mediation Program (MSEMP)

Special Education Mediation Services (SEMS) provides mediation, facilitation, and
training services for working through disagreements so that children with disabilities
promptly receive the services they need to develop and succeed in school. These
services often help to avoid disputes or help resolve them early.

Good communication between parents and the school district is critical in working
together to meet the educational needs of students. Facilitators and mediators support
collaborative conversations to help build a foundation for student achievement. The
value of mediation is recognized by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and
the MDE OSE.

Facilitation and mediation services are available free of charge.
B SEMS (Video)
B SEMS digital view brochures:

® SEMS Brochure - Arabic
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https://www.screencast.com/t/OddJqWaMh
https://mimtsstac.org/practices
https://mimtsstac.org/covid-19-resources/data-informed-action
https://mimtsstac.org/evaluation
https://mimtsstac.org/ta-center-model/cascading-systems
https://mimtsstac.org/sites/default/files/Documents/About/MiMTSS%20TA%20Catalog%202022.pdf
mailto:kstmartin@mimtss.org
https://mikids1st.org/
https://www.screencast.com/t/vKJhjLEOL
https://mikids1st.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/20-MSEMP-0196-Arabic-Program-Brochure-March2020-003-SinglePage-DigitalVersion.pdf

® SEMS Brochure - English

® SEMS Brochure - Spanish

For more information, call 833-KIDS-1°T (833-543-7178) or Request Services Online.

Statewide Autism Resources and Training Project

The Statewide Autism Resources and Training (START) Project provides evidence-based
training, technical assistance, and coaching support, and resources to school-based
teams in Michigan that support students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). START is
a statewide collaborative effort to make systems-level changes to improve the
educational programming and quality of life for students with ASD.

The START Project mission is to work with schools, community partners, and families to
support students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) to become active, engaged
members of their schools and local communities, and successfully move into adulthood
as independent individuals with many choices and opportunities.

START (Video)

Regional Collaborative Networks

Peer to Peer Support Programs for students with ASD

Educator Supports and Resources and Tools

Families and Self-Advocates

For more information contact Amy Matthews (matthewa@gvsu.edu), Project Director.
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https://mikids1st.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/20-MSEMP-0194-Brochure-SinglePage-DigitalVersion.pdf
https://mikids1st.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/20-MSEMP-0195-Spanish-Program-Brochure-SinglePage-DigitalVersion.pdf
https://www.mikids1st.org/request-services/
https://www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter/
https://www.screencast.com/t/gRyS5CSQGDj
https://www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter/regional-collaborative-networks-13.htm
https://www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter/peer-to-peer-general-resources-239.htm
https://www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter/start-resources-230.htm
https://www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter/parent-portal-229.htm
mailto:matthewa@gvsu.edu
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New ISD Directors of Special Education Welcome Toolkit

This document is an accompaniment to the New ISD Directors of Special Education
videos. This document will provide access to information referenced in the videos. Links
to videos are also provided in this document.

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) Office of Special Education (OSE) is part
of the P-20 System and Student Transitions Division of MDE and is responsible for the
general supervision, administration, and funding of special education programs and
services for children and youth with disabilities ages 3 through 25. A free appropriate
public education is provided to eligible children according to federal and state laws,

regulations, administrative rules, and department procedures.

This compilation of online videos and resources includes information about and from
the MDE OSE, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Grant Funded
Initiatives, and additional offices or programs that work in partnership with the MDE
OSE and/or the IDEA Grant Funded Initiatives.

B Dr. Scott M. Koenigsknecht, Deputy Superintendent, P-20 System and Student
Transitions Video

B The Path Forward Strategic Plan

Inside the OSE

The OSE has several units to handle its general supervision responsibilities:
Administration, Program Accountability, Program Finance, and Performance Reporting.
The OSE is also responsible for the MDE Low Incidence Outreach program and the
Michigan School for the Deaf. For general and contact information, see the Directory
and Overview.

OSE Administration Unit

The Administration Unit provides leadership to and oversight of the office and ensures
compliance with all federal and state statutory and regulatory requirements. The unit
reports and responds to the State Board of Education, the State Superintendent, the
Chief Deputy Superintendent, and the Deputy Superintendent.
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https://www.michigan.gov/mde/about-us/superintendent-office/scott-koenigsknecht
https://www.screencast.com/t/hLclVtgINA
https://www.screencast.com/t/hLclVtgINA
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/misc/PathForward_SAP.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/misc/OSE_DirectoryOverview.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/misc/OSE_DirectoryOverview.pdf

B TeriL. Rink, Ed.S., Director, Office of Special Education Overview Video

OSE Program Accountability Unit

The Program Accountability Unit develops and implements special education policy.
Policy is developed to align with—and clarify—federal and state requirements. The unit
also administers the state and due process complaint processes.

Program Accountability Video

Guidance and Policy Development

Michigan Administrative Rules for Special Education

Intermediate School District Plans

Waivers and Deviations

OSE Program Finance Unit

The Program Finance Unit provides oversight for state aid and federal funding structures
for special education programs and services. The unit ensures that federal grants and
state aid reimbursements are effectively administered.

B Program Finance Video

B Michigan Student Data System

OSE Performance Reporting Unit

The Performance Reporting Unit coordinates the collection, verification, analysis, and
reporting of special education student and personnel data for required federal and state
reports. The unit also coordinates and provides technical assistance to districts and
other stakeholder groups to ensure compliance with federal and state requirements and
to improve outcomes for students with disabilities.

B Performance Reporting Video

B Annual Performance Reporting

B Michigan Student Data System

B Catamaran
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https://www.screencast.com/t/cMonFeHZbN
https://www.screencast.com/t/cMonFeHZbN
https://www.screencast.com/t/O515HbjYs
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/special-education/spotlight/previously-released-guidance
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/MI-rules/MARSE_Supplemented_with_IDEA_Regs.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/special-education/program-planning/isd-plans
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/special-education/program-planning/isd-plans
https://www.screencast.com/t/ip73y3WmQ
https://www.michigan.gov/cepi/pk-12/msds
https://www.screencast.com/t/fzsW0bRJbq
https://mischooldata.org/special-education-summary/
https://www.michigan.gov/cepi/pk-12/msds
https://catamaran.partners/

MDE Low Incidence Outreach

MIDE Low Incidence Qutreach (MDE-LIO) provides consultation, guidance, training, and
resources to families and educational teams serving students who are Blind or Visually
Impaired (BVI) and/or Deaf or Hard of Hearing (DHH).

MDE-LIQ's vision is to ensure equal access to a quality education for all students who
are BVI and/or DHH. Services include:

B Workshops and events for families and educators
B Braille, large print, and digital books for students

B American Printing House for the Blind (APH) Federal Quota products and
textbooks

B Professional development materials and guides for educators

MDE-LIO also has direct oversight of Camp Tuhsmeheta (Camp T), located in Greenville.
Camp T is a 300-acre outdoor education facility that provides year-round programming
for students with a visual impairment and others throughout the state of Michigan.

B MDE-LIO Video

B MDE LIO Brochure
|
|

Assistive Technology Loan Library

Deaf/Hard of Hearing Consortium for Teacher Preparation

For more information contact Roxanne Balfour, Director (balfourr@michigan.gov).

Michigan School for the Deaf

The Michigan School for the Deaf (MSD) is a public residential school in Flint for
students who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing (DHH) and was established by the Michigan
Legislature in 1848. Students are referred to the school by their local school district and
placement is determined by an Individualized Education Program (IEP) team. Students
who attend the MSD receive a unique combination of services and intense exposure to
two languages, American Sign Language (ASL) and English, as well as academic and
residential support services.
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https://mdelio.org/
https://camptuhsmeheta.org/
https://www.screencast.com/t/z5R9qgBDooz
https://mdelio.org/sites/default/files/documents/Brochures/MDE-LIO_Brochure.pdf
https://mdelio.org/blind-visually-impaired/accessible-books-and-products/assistive-technology-library
https://mdelio.org/endorsement-programs/deaf-hard-of-hearing-consortium-teacher-preparation
mailto:balfourr@michigan.gov
https://www.michiganschoolforthedeaf.org/

B Michigan School for the Deaf (Video)
B MSD Brochure

Additional OSE Resources

B Additional OSE Resources (Video)

B Catamaran Technical Assistance Website: This website provides information on a
variety of areas, including common topics in special education, e.g., discipline or
assessment, the Part B and Part C indicators, and “how-to” documents for the
activities in the Catamaran system.

B Acronym Glossary: This is a list of commonly used acronyms and what they stand
for.

B Michigan Administrative Rules for Special Education (MARSE): The MARSE are the
Michigan rules to follow when implementing special education laws.

B Michigan Special Education Reference (MI-SER): The MI-SER is a database of
federal and state special education law and policy information and resources.

B SPP/APR: Michigan submits a State Performance Plan/Annual Performance
Report (SPP/APR) to the U.S. Department of Education each year. The SPP/APR
shows Michigan’s progress on each federal special education indicator and
outlines the plan for the future.

B Eligibility: Find information about determining a student’s eligibility for special
education programs and services.

B Supports for Students with Disabilities: Many offices and organizations outside of
the OSE support students with disabilities. Look through the different supports
for students with disabilities for help from other sources.

B Sign-up for Announcements from the OSE: Sign-up to receive email
announcements from the Office of Special Education.

OSE Contact Information

B Special Education Information Line: If you have a question related to special
education, please call 888-320-8384 or email mde-ose@michigan.gov.
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https://www.screencast.com/t/25CpAlnu0NQu
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/520412/Final_MSD_Brochure_-_09_17_20.pdf
https://www.screencast.com/t/G1RAiM0PA
https://training.catamaran.partners/
https://training.catamaran.partners/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Acronym-Glossary.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/MI-rules/MARSE_Supplemented_with_IDEA_Regs.pdf
https://miser.specialedreference.com/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/special-education/data-and-reporting/spp-apr
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/special-education/evaluations-ieps/evaluations-eligibility
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/special-education/supports
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new?topic_id=MIMDE_69
mailto:mde-ose@michigan.gov

B |f you have questions related to the Welcome Toolkit, contact Patricia
Abrahamson (abrahamsonpl@michigan.gov), Executive Assistant to Teri L. Rink,
Director.

B For information related to a specific activity or OSE unit, additional contact
information can be found on the Catamaran TA website About Us webpage.

IDEA Grant Funded Initiatives, Partners, and Other State of Michigan
Offices

The IDEA requires state education agencies to have in place effective general
supervision systems that provide information dissemination; training and technical
assistance; personnel development for administrators, teachers, related service
providers, parents, and others regarding research, evidence-based practices, and
requirements of law. The IDEA authorizes use of funds for these provisions under
Section 1411(e)(2)(C)(i) and (v).

B |DEA Grant Funded Initiatives Overview (Video)

B |DEA Grant Funded Initiatives webpage

Alt+Shift

Alt+Shift collaborates with districts and buildings to create and sustain accessible
educational environments that have a direct and positive impact on every student. With
a focus on collaboration and impact, Alt+Shift offers professional learning, including
training, technical assistance, and co-constructed implementation planning, that strives
to shift adult mindsets and provide alternative options to improve outcomes for every
student. Additional materials available from Alt+Shift include:

Alt+Shift (Video)
Alt+Shift Lending Library

Assistive Technology Skills Inventory

Implementation Partnerships

Implementation Process

Online Learning Resources
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mailto:abrahamsonp1@michigan.gov
mailto:abrahamsonp1@michigan.gov
https://training.catamaran.partners/abouttheose/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/
https://www.screencast.com/t/w67kEAjR
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/special-education/funding/idea-grant-initiatives/GFI
https://www.altshift.education/
https://www.screencast.com/t/Dyhr4MbYy8
https://www.altshift.education/lending-library
https://www.altshift.education/resources/at-skills-inventory
https://www.altshift.education/implementation-partnerships
https://www.altshift.education/implementation-partnerships/implementation-process
https://www.altshift.education/resources/online-learning-resources

B Stay Informed

B Technical Assistance Request

B Other Recommended Sources

® Bookshare allows people with dyslexia, blindness, cerebral palsy, and
other reading barriers can customize their experience to suit their learning
style and find virtually any book they need for school, work, or the joy of
reading.

® MDE Low Incidence Outreach

For more information contact Jeff Diedrich (jeff.diedrich@gmail.com), Project Director.
Build Up Michigan

Build Up Michigan helps parents and their children, ages 3 through 5, get additional
educational support as they begin and continue to learn the skills needed to enter
kindergarten. Build Up Michigan partners with the MDE OSE to execute child find
activities through targeted outreach efforts. Build Up Michigan supports Intermediate
School Districts (ISDs) in Michigan in identifying young children for special education.

Build Up Michigan’s goal is to refer all children who may be eligible for special education
services through Michigan’s Administrative Rules for Special Education and the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Part B.

B Build Up Michigan (Video)

B Build Up Michigan — Frequently Asked Questions

B Other Recommended Sources

® Farly On® Training and Technical Assistance (EOT&TA)

® Farly On® Michigan

Build Up Michigan also offers no-cost, promotional products for outreach to children
and young adults who may benefit from early intervention and/or special education
services in Michigan. Go to the Order Early On and Build Up Michigan Materials
webpage. To place an order, subscribe to the EOT&TA website, which is free. To become
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https://www.altshift.education/stay-informed
https://www.altshift.education/help-support/technical-assistance
https://www.bookshare.org/cms
https://mdelio.org/
mailto:jeff.diedrich@gmail.com
https://buildupmi.org/
https://www.screencast.com/t/7ltdFeXga
https://www.buildupmi.org/sites/default/files/FAQs_BUILDUPMICHIGAN revised.pdf
https://eotta.ccresa.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/early-learners-and-care/special-ed-05/early-on-michigan
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Products.php
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Products.php

a subscriber, go to the EOT&TA Subscriber Registration webpage and complete the
subscriber form.

For more information contact Christy Callahan (callahan_c@ccresa.org), Project
Director.

Michigan Alliance for Families

The Michigan Alliance for Families (MAF) provides statewide information, support, and
educational learning opportunities for families who have children and young adults
(birth to 26 years of age) who receive (or may be eligible to receive) special education
services. MAF provides services to all families, with an emphasis on assisting
families/students from underserved populations. The Michigan Alliance for Families is
also Michigan’s federally funded Parent Training and Information Center.

Each Michigan Alliance staff member is a parent or family member of an individual with
disabilities who has first-hand experience with the aspects of the special education
system. Every staff member is trained in listening, communicating, and problem-solving.

Families and educators can connect directly to a regional Parent Mentor. Parent
Mentors can assist in navigating the educational system and are knowledgeable about
state and local resources. Parent Mentors support existing and emerging parent leaders
involved with groups such as Local Interagency Coordinating Councils (LICCs), Parent
Advisory Committees (PACs), the Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC), and the
Michigan Interagency Coordinating Council (MICC).

B Michigan Alliance for Families (Video)

B Michigan Alliance for Families Brochures

® MAF Brochure (English)

® MAF Brochure (Spanish)

® MAF Brochure (Arabic)

® Regional Parent Mentor Information

B Other Recommended Sources

® Michigan Family Engagement Framework
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https://eotta.ccresa.org/Subscribe.php
mailto:callahan_c@ccresa.org
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/maf-staff/
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/maf-offices/
https://www.screencast.com/t/LKzDycEA6PX
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/MAF-brochure-ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/MAF-brochure-SPANISH.pdf
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/MAF-brochure-ARABIC.pdf
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/maf-offices/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Resources/family-engagement

® Parent Training and Information Center

For more information contact Kanika Littleton (kanika@michiganallianceforfamilies.org),
Project Director.

Family Matters

Family Matters fact sheets explain special education laws and practices. The documents
are easy to read and give links to more in-depth resources. Family Matters fact sheets
are intended to enhance public understanding of Michigan’s special education system
and are not a substitute for official laws and regulations. Family Matters is an outreach
effort from the MDE OSE.

Family Matters fact sheets explain special education laws and practices. The documents
are easy to read and give links to more in-depth resources. Family Matters fact sheets
are intended to enhance public understanding of Michigan’s special education system
and are not a substitute for official laws and regulations. Family Matters is an outreach
effort from the MDE OSE.

B Family Matters (Video)

B Family Matters Informational Flyers

® Family Matters Informational Flyer — Arabic

® Family Matters Informational Flyer — English

® Family Matters Informational Flyer — Spanish

B Get MDE OSE Updates on Family Matters

For more information contact Stacie Rulison (stacie.rulison@gmail.com), MDE
Consultant.

Michigan’s Multi-Tiered System of Supports Technical Assistance Center*
*Previously Michigan's Integrated Behavior and Learning Support Initiative (MIBLSI)

Michigan’s Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MiMTSS) Technical Assistance Center
works on behalf of MDE to partner with ISDs and local member school districts
throughout the state of Michigan to help implement and sustain a multi-tiered system
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https://www.parentcenterhub.org/
mailto:kanika@michiganallianceforfamilies.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/special-education/parent-resources/family-matters
https://www.screencast.com/t/YEq56PtYUcI
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/familymatters/Info/FM_Flyer_Arabic.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/familymatters/Info/FM_Flyer.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/familymatters/Info/FM_Flyer_Spanish.pdf
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new?topic_id=MIMDE_69
mailto:stacie.rulison@gmail.com
https://mimtsstac.org/

of supports (MTSS) with proven practices that improve behavioral and academic
outcomes for students.

The MIMTSS Technical Assistance Center focuses on providing high quality instruction
and interventions matched to student need.

MiMTSS Technical Assistance Center (Video)

Evidence Based Practices

Data Informed Action

Crucial Role of Evaluation and Assessment

Cascading Systems of Support
MiMTSS Technical Assistance Catalog

For more information contact Kimberly St. Martin (kstmartin@mimtss.org), Project
Director.

Special Education Mediation Services*
*Previously Michigan Special Education Mediation Program (MSEMP)

Special Education Mediation Services (SEMS) provides mediation, facilitation, and
training services for working through disagreements so that children with disabilities
promptly receive the services they need to develop and succeed in school. These
services often help to avoid disputes or help resolve them early.

Good communication between parents and the school district is critical in working
together to meet the educational needs of students. Facilitators and mediators support
collaborative conversations to help build a foundation for student achievement. The
value of mediation is recognized by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and
the MDE OSE.

Facilitation and mediation services are available free of charge.
B SEMS (Video)
B SEMS digital view brochures:

® SEMS Brochure - Arabic
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https://www.screencast.com/t/OddJqWaMh
https://mimtsstac.org/practices
https://mimtsstac.org/covid-19-resources/data-informed-action
https://mimtsstac.org/evaluation
https://mimtsstac.org/ta-center-model/cascading-systems
https://mimtsstac.org/sites/default/files/Documents/About/MiMTSS TA Catalog 2022.pdf
mailto:kstmartin@mimtss.org
https://mikids1st.org/
https://www.screencast.com/t/vKJhjLEOL
https://mikids1st.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/20-MSEMP-0196-Arabic-Program-Brochure-March2020-003-SinglePage-DigitalVersion.pdf

® SEMS Brochure - English

® SEMS Brochure - Spanish

For more information, call 833-KIDS-1°T (833-543-7178) or Request Services Online.

Statewide Autism Resources and Training Project

The Statewide Autism Resources and Training (START) Project provides evidence-based
training, technical assistance, and coaching support, and resources to school-based
teams in Michigan that support students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). START is
a statewide collaborative effort to make systems-level changes to improve the
educational programming and quality of life for students with ASD.

The START Project mission is to work with schools, community partners, and families to
support students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) to become active, engaged
members of their schools and local communities, and successfully move into adulthood
as independent individuals with many choices and opportunities.

START (Video)

Regional Collaborative Networks

Intensive Training and Technical Assistance

Peer to Peer Support Programs for students with ASD

Educator Supports and Resources and Tools

Families and Self-Advocates

For more information contact Amy Matthews (matthewa@gvsu.edu), Project Director.
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https://mikids1st.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/20-MSEMP-0194-Brochure-SinglePage-DigitalVersion.pdf
https://mikids1st.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/20-MSEMP-0195-Spanish-Program-Brochure-SinglePage-DigitalVersion.pdf
https://www.mikids1st.org/request-services/
https://www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter/
https://www.screencast.com/t/gRyS5CSQGDj
https://www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter/regional-collaborative-networks-13.htm
https://www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter/training-7.htm
https://www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter/peer-to-peer-general-resources-239.htm
https://www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter/start-resources-230.htm
https://www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter/parent-portal-229.htm
mailto:matthewa@gvsu.edu

	New ISD Directors of Special Education Welcome Toolkit
	Inside the OSE
	OSE Administration Unit
	OSE Program Accountability Unit
	OSE Program Finance Unit
	OSE Performance Reporting Unit
	MDE Low Incidence Outreach
	Michigan School for the Deaf
	Additional OSE Resources
	OSE Contact Information

	IDEA Grant Funded Initiatives, Partners, and Other State of Michigan Offices
	Alt+Shift
	Build Up Michigan
	Michigan Alliance for Families
	Family Matters
	Michigan’s Multi-Tiered System of Supports Technical Assistance Center*
	Special Education Mediation Services*
	Statewide Autism Resources and Training Project


	catamaran.partners
	New ISD Directors of Special Education Welcome Toolkit
	New ISD Directors of Special Education Welcome Toolkit
	New ISD Directors of Special Education Welcome Toolkit
	Inside the OSE
	OSE Administration Unit
	OSE Program Accountability Unit
	OSE Program Finance Unit
	OSE Performance Reporting Unit
	MDE Low Incidence Outreach
	Michigan School for the Deaf
	Additional OSE Resources
	OSE Contact Information

	IDEA Grant Funded Initiatives, Partners, and Other State of Michigan Offices
	Alt Shift
	Build Up Michigan
	Michigan Alliance for Families
	Family Matters
	Michigan’s Multi-Tiered System of Supports Technical Assistance Center*
	Special Education Mediation Services*
	Statewide Autism Resources and Training Project





